34 \ Construction News 15.05.03

UK looks set to follow
bi-directional test route

Bi-directional load tests are almost routine in the US and Far East but they are barely
used in Europe. One man is on a mission to change this, as Paul Wheeler reports

IT MIGHT not be the kind of thing he would mention
at a dinner party, but Dr Mclvin England is a world
authority on pile testing. And, after 13 vears with
Cementation, he recently jumped ship to establish a
European base for Loadtest, a US company that
specialises in “bi-directional’ or *O-Cell’ static load
testing, in the UK.

capacity to provide the resistance 1o the reaction load.
This is achieved by casting a sacrificial jack — the
actual O-Cell — into the pile. This separates the pile into
two elements, one of which is tested against the other
In its basic application, the O-Cell is positioned at the
bottom of the pile. When vou jack down the cell you are
measuring iust the resistance at the nile hase and when




